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[The Parties to this
Convention,] alarmed by
the increase in smoking
and other forms of tobacco
consumption by women
and young girls worldwide
and keeping in mind the
need for full participation
of women at all levels

of policy-making and
implementation and the
need for gender-specific

tobacco control strategies,

Empbhasizing the

special contribution

of nongovernmental
organizations and other
members of civil society
not affiliated with the
tobacco industry, including
health professional
bodies, women’s, youth,
environmental and
consumer groups, and
academic and health care
institutions, to tobacco
control efforts nationally
and internationally. ..

[have agreed...]

Preamble, WHO
Framework Convention
on Tobacco Control

The rates of smoking among youth and young women are increasing in sev-
eral regions of the world. There are more than a billion smokers worldwide. The
World Health Organization (WHO) estimates that about 9% of women and 40%
of men smoke. By 2015, tobacco use is expected to cause almost three times as
many deaths as HIV/AIDS and will be responsible for 10% of all deaths. The toll
may be even higher when tobacco products other than cigarettes, such as khaini,
mawa, and betel quid, are taken into account. In the areas where tobacco use among
women and girls is still relatively low, tobacco control programmes are needed to
prevent increased uptake and future premature deaths. In today’s economic climate,
protecting and promoting the health of women is crucial to health and develop-

ment—not only for the present but also for future generations.

This monograph is intended to contribute to the scientific understanding of
gender, women, and tobacco in a global effort to control the tobacco epidemic. It
presents the findings of an international team of scholars and experts who reviewed
the most current research and provided an overview of tobacco control issues related
to gender with a focus on women. Interdisciplinary teams included researchers and
activists.in public health, medicine, nursing, and dentistry, as well as anthropology,
psychelogy, economics,law, journalism, and gender studies. The concerns of tobacco
control policy-makers, educators, public health advocates, and economic planners,
as well as youth and women leaders, are addressed: Special attention is paid to a
gender analysis of policies that affecegitls and women of all ages throughout the life
course. The role and responsibility of men to protect women against second-hand
smoke and as advocates for gender equality are alsohighlighted.

‘The monograph has four sections: Tobaceo Use and Its Impact on Health, Why
Women and Girls Use Tobacco, Quitting,/and Policies and Strategies. Topics cov-
ered include determinants of starting to use tobacco, exposure to second-hand
smoke, the impact of tobacco use on health, the nature of addiction and cessation,
and treatment programmes, as well as policy issues involving gender analyses and
human rights. The monograph also addresses the critical issues of national ecos
nomic policy regarding tobacco control, international treaties, and strategies for

mobilization at regional and international levels.

As the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control builds momentum
and the international community rallies to reduce deaths caused by tobacco, the need
for timely and accurate information about tobacco and girls and women will become
increasingly critical. This monograph discusses gaps in knowledge, as well as what is
known. It addresses the concerns of women leaders, tobacceicontrol policy-makers,

economists, educators, health scientists, and researchers, as well as tebacco activists.

ISBN 978 92 4 159951 1

789241 " 599511

http://www.who.int/tobacco
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