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Ensuring the sustainability of tobacco

control programmes remains a major

challenge for many countries, and

must be given priority. The tobacco

industry provides much of the

opposition. Attempts by the tobacco

industry to oppose or circumvent

national and regional tobacco control

efforts may escalate as the entry into

force of the Convention nears.

Therefore, to safeguard the

Convention and strengthen national

tobacco control efforts strategic

collaboration is needed with other

health programmes, development and

poverty alleviation initiatives, as well

as with diverse sectors within

governments, related international

agencies and nongovernmental

organizations (NGOs).

Exploring means to finance national

activities intended to achieve the

objective of the Convention should be

actively pursued, such as through

tobacco taxes, the creation of a special

fund, or other appropriate

mechanisms, in accordance with

national plans, priorities and

programmes. In addition, all relevant

potential and existing resources,

financial, technical, or otherwise, both

public and private that are available

for tobacco control activities, should

be mobilized and utilized for the

benefit of all Parties to the

Convention, especially developing

countries and countries with

economies in transition.

Member States need to coordinate

their efforts to address those aspects

of the tobacco epidemic that

transcend national borders. A major

issue involves trade liberalization as it

applies to tobacco products. Other

transnational issues include cross-

country illicit trade in tobacco

products, global marketing and

advertising. Developing subregional

and regional mechanisms to effectively

deal with these transnational issues is

addressed by this plan of action.

Tracking efforts to curb the tobacco

epidemic must be done systematically

at both the national and regional

levels. Standard surveillance

instruments and methods are needed

to enable Member States to monitor

progress in achieving real and

measurable health impacts. Finally, a

regional strategy to guide research

and the generation of evidence to

support policy and programme

development is necessary throughout

the entire process of tobacco control

capacity building. This should be

accompanied by a coordinated

mechanism for evaluation, advocacy

and information dissemination to the

relevant audiences, enabling all

Member States to gain access to

critical data and facilitating

information exchange within the

Region.

Goal

The goal of this action plan is to

significantly reduce the burden of

disease and death caused by tobacco,

through a substantial reduction in the

prevalence of tobacco use, exposure

to tobacco smoke and disparities

related to tobacco use and its effects.




